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I have been at the national convention in Spokane Washington. It was
an interesting trip up on the train.
We had a few delays and I arrived a
day after I was scheduled to arrive. I missed the
wreath laying at the local Vietnam Memorial. Lou
and Kate did get some pictures and were able to attend the event. On Wednesday the opening ceremonies were up to our high standards. We had a group
of ladies dancing to start everyone’s hearts.one of the
ladies was an old friend to many of us and was the
wife of a candidate for president long ago. After the
opening we had some reports and then off to the
committee hearings. There was a time that these were
a lot more intense than they are now. We had a very
large audience for the constitution committee. We
had some good discussions and some good information presented on the amendments.
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the words were what the members wanted. As always, the ones that I the ones I thought would glide
right through were the ones we spent the most time
on. You are now able to go to the website VVA.org
and get the updated constitution and amendments.

On Friday we started the day with the POW/MIA
ceremony. During the ceremony Grant Coats gave us
an update on the numbers returned and still missing.
After the POW/MIA ceremony we began voting before we entered the convention hall. Once again, the
league of women voters assisted us in the election
process by managing the process. They have been
assisting us in every election since 1987 to ensure
that we have honest elections and there is no interference from any member or candidate. After voting it
was back into the hall to complete the work on the
amendments. We did not complete them all on
Thursday. On paper it may look like we had a lot of
spare time, but, we were always busy with evenings
filled with committee hearings and regional caucuses
to hear the candidates for offices. When we were not
On Thursday we started with some awards being pre- in these meeting areas there was the one on one with
sented. One award was the lifetime achievement
the candidates that were trying to get our support. By
award presented to General Wesley Clark. He spoke the end of the day word was out that there would not
to us about his time in Vietnam and his career in the be a run-off election. At this point some of the deleArmy. He is a very emotional speaker when talking gates started leaving. Most of us do not leave early
about being wounded and the commitment of the
since there is always something going on.
young soldiers that protected him and got him medeOn Saturday we received the election results. Most
vacked out. I did have a chance to present him with were expected. There are only a couple of changes to
one of my 30th anniversary California Memorial chal- the board. The new treasurer is Jack McManus. We
lenge coins. I managed to get a picture of him with
wish the best to the past treasurer, Wayne Reynolds,
Kate O’Hare Palmer. Thursday was also a busy day who is recovering from a long illness. The other new
in the convention hall. We were voting on amending members to the board are Dennis Howland from
the constitution and amendments. There were lively Utah as an at large board member and Dennis Andras
discussions on some of the amendments to make sure for region 7. Next up is the banquet with the awards
and speakers, then the trip home.
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If you would like to purchase an Business Card
sized support spot, to put in our NEWSLETTER,
Please call the chapter office. Phone number is:
707-526-4218
NOTICE

Contributors to the News and Views: Ken Holybee, Kate
O’Hare-Palmer, Lou Nuῆez, Thanks to all. Would like to see
more articles next month. Support the chapter. There are a
lot of interesting stories out there, send them to Ken and he
will forward them to me.
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The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the
views of VVA,INC., National, State or Chapter 223 or the
newsletter staff, but those of the corresponding party. All articles by the Chapter have permission for reprint in all Vietnam
Veterans of America newsletters. Anything else permission
must come from the original source.
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Dean Martin originally assembled The Golddiggers — a
12-person chorus of women who could sing, dance and
Joe Chowela
act — to appear on the Dean Martin Variety Show. The
troupe was such a hit that before long, they starred in their
The Redwood Empire Food Bank has doubled its food distriown spin-off, Dean Martin Presents The Golddiggers, and
bution efforts. We are now having two distributions per
in a musical revue at nightclubs nationwide. Bob Hope
month; the second and fourth THURSDAY of each month. In then invited The Golddiggers — Bonetti and Kalaijian —
addition, they have consolidated the "Senior" and the "Diabetic to join his USO Christmas Show in Vietnam in 1968,
1969 and 1970 to entertain active-duty troops.
VVA FOOD DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM

" food boxes into our program. We are always in need of volunteers. If you can spare 3 hours twice per month, your help

The two women continue to be active in show business.
Nancy Bonetti Ray performs from time to time in her lowill be able to get any of the "Groceries to go" food items becal community theatre in Texas and does ‘extrafore the general public. Those persons in need of food but not background acting’ on occasion; After Kathryn Kalaijian
able to volunteer should also arrive early to ensure needed
left the Goldiggers she performed in several plays and
moved to New York City to study at her Alma Mater Parproducts are not depleted.
sons School Of Design and the School of Visual Arts. Her
focus was set design. She is now a retired Architectural
Volunteers should arrive at the Santa Rosa Veterans Building
Designer. Cast in three Elvis Presley movies early in her
no later than 0745, to assist in the setup. Persons needing food career.
would be greatly appreciated. Any volunteer, who wishes to,

should arrive by 0830.

The two women will be honored for the support they gave
to the nation’s troops in Vietnam at an awards banquet to
be held on the closing night of the VVA and AVVA Convention, July 20, 2019.

The location is the same, East side of the building in the dining
hall.
2ND THURSDAY
Volunteers by 0745.
FOOD DISTRIBUTION: 0900-1030
4TH THURSDAY
Volunteers by 0745
FOOD DISTRIBUTION: 0900-1000
The Senior and Diabetic Boxes are only distributed on the second Thursday, not the fourth.
A final note, the Veterans Building WILL BE CLOSED the first

Nancy

two weeks of August. At this time there is no information about
a reschedule date.

Vietnam 1968-1969
Thanks, hope to see you there.

Vietnam 1968

The Golddiggers

Submitted By: Kate O’Hare-Palmer
The Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) and Associates
of the Vietnam Veterans of America (AVVA) are proud
to welcome Nancy Bonetti Ray and Kathryn Kalaijian —
two members of The Golddiggers — as our special guests
at the 2019 Vietnam Veterans of America National Convention in Spokane, Wash.
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growing mission-driven organizations. We’re confident he’s
the right person to lead VRC and our exceptional staff as we
look ahead to the unique challenges facing a new generation
of veterans. On behalf of the Board, I'm pleased to welcome
Chris and excited to work closely with him as we continue
to serve our veterans by helping them reintegrate into their
communities and build happy, healthy and enriched lives for
themselves and their families.”

Veterans Resource Centers of America Names
Chris Johnson President and CEO

“I’m honored to join VRC,” said Mr. Johnson. “It’s a privilege to be able to serve alongside such an experienced, compassionate and dedicated team. As the son of a World War
SANTA ROSA, Calif. – July 10, 2019 – Veterans Resource II and Korean War veteran, I believe there’s no greater callCenters of America (“VRC” or “the Company”), a commu- ing than to help veterans and their families. Every day for
nity-based nonprofit founded in 1972 that provides housing, almost 50 years, the team at VRC has made a powerful, lifebehavioral health treatment, case management and a range saving difference. I'm
of other services to veterans in California, Arizona and Nevada, today announced the appointment of Chris Johnson as
President and Chief Executive Officer. When Mr. Johnson’s .
appointment takes effect on July 15, 2019, he will become
“he holds a Bachelor of Arts from California State Universionly the second President and CEO in the Company’s 47ty, Sacramento. He currently lives in Santa Rosa, California,
year history. He succeeds co-founder Peter Cameron, whose
with his wife of 35 years.
retirement was announced yesterday in a separate press reContacts
lease.
Mr. Johnson brings over 25 years of leadership in business
strategy, brand development, fundraising and communications in both the for-profit and non-profit sectors. He joins
VRC after serving most recently as Interim Executive Director of Evergreen Treatment Services (“ETS”), a nonprofit
based in Seattle that provides medication-assisted treatment
and wraparound services for opioid dependence, as well as
street-based outreach services to vulnerable, chronically
homeless adults struggling with addiction.
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Joe Millsap
Communications Manager
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Veterans Resource Centers of America
(707) 578-2785 Ext. 413
jmillsap@vetsresource.org
About Veterans Resource Centers of America

Veterans Resource Centers of America is a communityBefore joining ETS, Mr. Johnson was Chief Executive Of- based nonprofit focused on the overall wellness and reinteficer of Woodcraft Rangers, a 95-year-old youth services
gration of American military veterans from all eras. Foundagency based in Los Angeles that provides expanded learn- ed in 1972 by a group of Vietnam veterans, we have 14 reing programs to public and private schools. During his ten- source centers embedded in local communities across Caliure as CEO, he led Woodcraft Rangers through a strategic
fornia, Arizona and Nevada. With a primary focus on housplanning process that increased the brand visibility of the
ing assistance, behavioral health treatment and case manorganization, added half a million dollars in new revenue
agement, we take a holistic approach to addressing the indistreams and thirteen new schools in one year, achieved 20
vidual needs of each veteran and pride ourselves on helping
percent greater improvement on academic measurements
veterans help themselves. We are certified by the Commiscompared to peer organizations, and led a government rela- sion on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF)
tions and advocacy effort that resulted in an additional $50 and we provide the highest standard of care. Find out more
million in the annual state budget for after-school programs. by visiting www.vetsresource.org or reviewing our
GuideStar
“We’re delighted to have Chris as our next President and
CEO,” said Jim Larson, Chairman of the VRC Board of Directors. “The Board conducted a thorough search process in
which he distinguished himself as a passionate, forwardthinking leader with extensive and varied experience in
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Continued from page 6
federal government. Patient satisfaction is 89% at the
VA.

Purple Heart Day Celebration

Roy Haas Memorial

Submitted by: Whit Patterson

Submitted By: Whit Patterson

Roy’s wife, Helen, would like any veteran who
knew Roy to join her and her family for his celebration of his live August 10, from 2-5pm. It will
be held at the Cotati Veterans Center, 8505 Park
Ave, Cotati.

The Bluewater Navy claims will begin to be processed in
January,2020. Any eligible veterans should put their
claims in NOW. He reminded us to honor and respect all
that we have done. If not for men and women ready to
sacrifice, what a world it wouldn’t be. “Great men (and
women) come when they are in short supply.”

The Military Order of the Purple Heart Chapter 78
invites you, your family, and friends to join us for a Purple Heart Day BBQ and Celebration, August 3, 2019, at
the Howarth Park Gazebo Picnic Area (just to the
right of the main entrance) 630 Summerfield Rd, Santh
Roy
died
April
25
at the age of 74. He served in
ta Rosa from 11am to 4pm.

Retired General Wesley Clark spoke on July 18th. He
went to Little Rock High School, West Point, and went to
Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar. He served in Vietnam and
Kosovo. He told us of his firefight in Nam and being shot
four times. He retold his story of how his platoon saved
him. His return home after the war and his own struggles
with mental health while moving up the ranks of the Army left its toll. He firmly believes that you never commit
troops to war without a strategy to win. Only go to war as
a last resort. He was honored to work with Gen. Colin
Powell. He worked during the Kosovo invasion when the
Serbs were doing ethnic cleansing of the Albanians. In
May of 1999, 1.5 million people had fled their homes. His
plan was one of overwhelming power and decisive force.
That last invasion took only 78 days. His philosophy after
serving in Vietnam is that you never go into a war unless
you Plan to Win.

the army in Vietnam from 65-67.

Day, Purple Heart Recognition Day, and Purple Heart
Appreciation Day.
2nd pie. Left to right
Dr. Linda Schwartz, Sandy Miller,
Marsha Four,VP, Sandra Spatz, Kate

3rd..swearing in the new board

“We need to take care of each other and we need to stand
up for future generations.”

Join MOPH Chapter 78 for a day of fun, food, and
community pride as we celebrate Purple Heart Day in
Sonoma County. This event is open to the public and
there will be fun and games for kids, young and old.
Learn more about The Military Order of the Purple Heart and what we do in the community. All are encouraged to join in this celebration of comradery and
good will. The Military Order of the Purple Heart is a
veterans-service organization that consists of combatwounded veterans. MOPH Chapter 78 of Santa Rosa represents Sonoma County and all coastal counties from the
Golden Gate to the Oregon state line.
Purple Heart Day is observed on August 7

Pictures of Roy

each year and is a time for Americans to pause to remem-

I will report of the Women Veteran committee in a future
article.

ber and honor the brave men and women who were either

Until then……

with their lives. Purple Heart Day is also known as Na-

wounded on the battlefield or paid the ultimate sacrifice
tional Purple Heart

VVA National Election Report
President

John Rowan

Vice President

Tom Burke

Secretary

Bill Meeks

Treasurer

Jack McManus

Region 9 Director

Dick Southern

Kate and Ken

Logo for, this the 19th Convention of VVA
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VVA 19TH CONVENTION IN SPOKANE,
WASHINGTON. By Kate O’Hare-Palmer

Wednesday Night Market

General Wesley Clark and
Kate O’Hare-Palmer

L to R: Joe Chowela, Lou Nunez, Tony Rambonga JR, Gary Cacici (SP), Pete and Ken
Taken by Ken Holybee
Holybee. Photo taken by Kate O’Hare-Palmer

POW/MIA CEREMONY AT THE SPOKANE VIETNAM MEMORIAL

The Velvet Mafia
Pictured l to R both pictures together: Kate
O’Hare-Palmer, Sharon Hodges, Mokie
Porter-Pratt, Sandy Miller, Sandy again,
John Rowan, Linda Schwartz Spooner ,
Marsha Four, who is receiving an award,
and last but not least is Grant Coates
photos by Ken Holybee

THE TWO PEOPLE ON THE LEFT ARE: SHARON HOBBS, OUTGOING AVVA PRESIDENT
AND JOHN ROWAN, VVA PRESIDENT and
on the far Right in the RED SHIRT IS WES
GUIDRY.,
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near My An, Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam,
Lynch rescued three wounded soldiers and stayed behind
to protect them when the rest of the company withdrew.
This past week in Spokane was super busy and not a lot of He single-handedly defended the wounded men against
free time to go sightseeing for our delegates. I was work- enemy attack until locating a friendly force which could
ing at our Women Veterans booth in the exhibition hall
evacuate them. This medal was formally presented to him
with any free time that we had to help sell our Women
by President Richard Nixon in 1970. After the war, Lynch
Veteran Honor Coins, Patches, and Shirts. This has turned settled in Illinois and worked for the Department of the
out to be a good fund raiser for our committee as well as VA advocating increased benefits for disabled veterans.
helping to honor our women veterans. The weather was
He then served as chief of the Illinois Attorney General’s
really pleasant (mid 70’s) and Spokane is now a city of
Veterans Rights Bureau until his retirement in 2005. He
200, 000 population and the outer eastern Washington
has worked within VVA for years. Lynch’s memoir, entiarea has 1.5 million.
tled, Zero to Hero, was published in 2019.
The opening ceremony included a short speech by John
Vice-President Marsha Four will not be running for
about the future of VVA. More about that from Ken’s re- reelection due to health reasons. Later in the week, the
port. AVVA President, Sharon Hobbs is stepping down
‘Velvet Mafia” (some women in our organization) helped
after this term. She honored Elayne Mackey, their “quiet surprise her with a pin made by Anne Hand, Washington,
Giant”, who passed away this last spring. She had been
D.C. that represents Honor. She is going to continue to be
apart of California and National AVVA for over 25 years. an advisor to VVA and John and will be writing articles
The AVVA has completed it’s mission of redoing the In for the Veteran. Wayne Reynolds, our Treasurer, is still
Memory Plaque in Washington, D.C. It had been dedicat- battling health issues and will not be able to run for anothed in 2004. Through much perseverance, it has been reer term. We all wish him well. He has served the organipaired and is now is larger, raised, and has a corded off
zation well. There were Korean Veterans in our audience
area to make it more seen by the statue of the three soland there was a resolution out of the minority affairs comdiers. AVVA has over 10,000 members now. They com- mittee that was passed concerning them. The resolutions
pleted over 23,000 volunteer hours this past year making were a hot topic this year and we will go over them in the
a total of 98,831 vista hours in our community. The paper next meeting.
safe has had 70,000 copies printed since 2012. The annual
donation drive for a local Washington area veteran project Department of VA Secretary Robert Wilkie also spoke in
went to Volunteer Services of America and over $16,000 thethfirst days of the convention. He reminded us of the
was reached! AVVA has converted to a 501c3 organiza- 75 anniversary of Normandy and the GI Bill. He grew
up at Ft. Bragg and Ft. Sill where his father served. He
tion. Sharon said that she is lucky to have been AVVA
thanked us all for the way we changed the psyche of
President and it is hard to say goodbye, but she and her
husband (Charlie Hobbs-Membership chair) are stepping America. We now have a pro veteran America. After the
down from National position and focusing on their home wall, we lessened the the Anti-War sentiment that had
crept into America. The main issues for VA now include
state of Tennessee.
opiod crisis (treat the pain not the brain) suicide prevenThere was a ceremony at the beginning of convention by tion, mental health screens for all veterans coming to the
Native Americans that are part of the Spokane chapter.
VA clinics, addictions, homelessness, and toxic exposure.
We observed their prayer and listened to a song that was The Mission Act began June 6th and hopes that the treatmeant to open our hearts to the work that needed to be
ment for veterans especially in outlying areas will be betaccomplished at this convention. Gilbert Locke, native
ter. Over half of the Alaska vets have no contact with the
American was given a Washington State VVA Award ser- VA. The addition of vets being able to go to their closest
vice ribbon upon completion of ceremony.
ER for treatment will help put veterans on an even plane
with their neighbors. The VA budget this year was $220
The keynote speaker was Allen Lynch, MoH recipient.
Billion dollars. That is the second largest budget in the
Lynch was serving in 1967 as a specialist four in Co. D,
st
th
st
1 Btn(airmobile)12 Cav. Regiment, 1 Cav Division
Continued on page 7
(Airmobile). During a firefight on December 15, 1967
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