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VVA Redwood Empire Chapter
Awards Five Scholarships
by Sunny Campbell

The 120th Annual
Luther Burbank Rose Parade
By Charles Earthman

On Tuesday, May 20, at
our monthly meeting, five scholarships were awarded by your chapter scholarship committee to local
high school students. This program
is funded by the work of the chapter members throughout the year
with some of the following events:
The Texas Hold’em poker tournament, the sales of military memoSunny
rabilia at local functions, and the
Campbell
chapter annual Dinner Dance. The
purpose of this program is to provide scholarships to high
school and college students who are children, or grandchildren of Vietnam War veterans.

Clear skies and eager onlookers were on hand for
the 120th annual Luther Burbank Rose Parade. The parade is one of the largest and oldest events of its kind
north of the Golden Gate Bridge. This year's parade
theme, “Heroes and Helpers,” honored those in the community that help make a difference and it was a theme
local veterans’ groups could get behind.

Members of Chapter 223 worked on outfitting
trucks to fit the parade theme. They did a great job decorating two vehicles with signs and accoutrements that displayed our contributions to the community as heroes and
helpers. Joe Cholewa headed up the team. This was not
the first time Big Joe lead this crew nor was it the first
time for most of the guys doing the work. Waning physical abilities may have added a little time to the job, but
the quality and craftsmanship was as good as ever.
This program is also open to current military veterans who have completed their military service and are
now attending local colleges. The letters received this
year were from 4 family members attending high school
and one in junior college who are a grandchildren of a
Vietnam era veteran. Their letters describe how they were
influenced by a relative who served during the Vietnam
War period. We received 15 applications this year and
awarded scholarship to five students, for a total of
$3000.00.
(Cont’d on page 8)
(Cont’d on page 6)
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A VET IS STUCK if he or she has a medical appointment but
no reasonable way to get to it.
Some local able-bodied veterans, PG&E and the Red Cross are
acting to remedy that problem. At the VA Outpatient Clinic in Santa
Rosa on Friday, May 23, PG&E and some caring vets donated nearly
$12,000 for the purchase of bus and taxi vouchers.
The money allows the expansion of a Red Cross-supervised
transportation program begun last fall for low-income vets served by
the VA Clinic in Lake County.
Now, Sonoma County vets in need of a ride to a medical appointment can request a bus voucher from Vet Connect, or a bus or
taxi voucher from the VA Clinic on Brickway Boulevard.
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VACMH Looks at MST

President’s Letter

By Charles Earthman

With the fast approach of
Memorial Day, (written on the 24 of
May, ed.) we have been engaged in
many activities. I have been to Oregon and Washington speaking about
the affects of toxic exposures on our
families. I have also been to many
events locally. We have many programs that we are involved with on
a monthly basis and I, for one, feel
Ken Holybee
that we are making a difference in
the way today’s veterans are being treated and perceived.
We are once again working at the Santa Rosa Wednesday
Night Market in downtown Santa Rosa. This is a great
opportunity to give information to anyone that will listen
to what we are saying. We are always looking for someone to come down and spend a night or even a few hours
with us. A night is probably the wrong word since it is
only from 3:30 till 8:30.
After I returned from the Oregon and Washington
trip, I received a call from the last commander of my unit
in Vietnam. Somehow we managed to cross trails in
country without having contact that would last these
years. I am looking forward to having time to sit and go
over our adventures.
With the arrival of June we will be able to relax
for a couple of weeks, except for Vet Connect, the coffee
cart, Wednesday night market, board meeting, first Thursday meetings and a couple of other things that are not on
my calendar yet.
We do have a couple of events on flag day so be
sure to look on our website and get the information on all
of our projects.
The end of June, we will have the Assembly Veterans Recognition Luncheon on the 25th followed by the
state convention from the 26th till the 29th.
During the June membership meeting on the 17th
we will have a slide show and talk about the work of the
Vietnam Restoration Project and their last trip to Vietnam. For some that do not want to see the way Vietnam
looks around the boarder of Laos on highway 9 (by the
DMZ) just west of Khe Sanh this is a notice that the area
may bring up some memories. Just remember that the
Vietnamese have put the war behind them and more that
70% of the people there were not alive during the war.
For those that want to see the high rise buildings of Da
Nang and Hue we have pot luck at 6 and the meeting at 7.
There will be parts that I will probably remember well
even without seeing the whole picture on the screen.

The Veterans Advisory
Council on Mental Health
had its monthly meeting
on Thursday, May 1, at
the Veterans Memorial
Building in Santa Rosa.
This group is reborn
from the original a
group formed by
NAMI to address
veterans mental
health issues.
This
new
group is starting to
build an agenda and
develop strategies on
issues concerning mental health in our veteran
community. The group discussed the difficulties in defining
PTSD and there was talk of getting
information out to the community to help people understand veterans with PTSD. They discussed the public’s
perception of veterans with PTSD and how to better educate people about the disorder.
The discussion then turned to Military Sexual
Trauma (MST), an often-discussed topic today in the media and in the halls of the US Congress. Amanda Servin
from Verity, a Sonoma County rape crisis, trauma and
healing center, led the discussion as she acquainted us
with several facts and some statistics on MST. The
group’s participants agreed that MST referred to sexual
assault or repeated threatening sexual harassment that
occurred to a veteran while in the military. This includes
any sexual activity where someone is involved against his
or her will. Examples include not being able to consent to
sexual activities while intoxicated or being physically
forced into sexual activities. The veteran may have been
pressured into sexual activities because of threats of negative consequences or because of implied faster promotions or better treatment. Other experiences that fall into
the category of MST include unwanted sexual touching or
grabbing, threatening, offensive remarks about a person’s
body, and threatening or unwelcome sexual advances.
The effects of MST on veterans’ mental health were discussed and will be revisited on future occasions.
The veterans and associates participating in the
VACMH engage in important discussions on community
mental health. Their objective is to get information out to
families, employers, and the general public concerning
the perceived risks in associating with veterans.

In filling out an application, where it says, 'In
case of emergency, Notify:? I put 'A DOCTOR.'
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Memorial Day Events
In Washington, D.C.
By Kate O’Hare-Palmer

Women Veteran Committee Chair
VVA#223 and VVACSC

May 24-26, 2014 marked another weekend of activities for Memorial Day in Washington, D.C. As a
representative for VVA, I participated
at the membership tent on the mall,
and I went to the Wall to say hello to
some of my men on panel 33 W.
Kate
This is the first time that I had
O’Hare-Palmer
seen the Rolling Thunder Bikes ‘en
mass’ on Constitution Ave and surrounding the whole
downtown D.C. area. This is the 25th year for the run to
mark the POW/MIA of the Vietnam War. The ride was
10 days long, riders came from all over the U.S. and the
riders are dedicated to keep the emphasis on those that we
have lost and have still not found.

Especially poignant is the row of 17 graves for Seal Team
6 that was lost in the Chinook helicopter crash in Afghanistan on August 6, 2011 where 30 elite warriors were
shot down by a 14 year old boy with a propelled rocket
launcher.
We talked with one set of parents that have dedicated their life now to tell their story and the betrayal by
our government with the leak of information about the
flight carrying all these men over the hills of Afghanistan.
A book, Betrayed, by author and father of one of the
Seals, Billy Vaughn is now available to read. There is
also a weekly PBS radio show by him to help get out the
word on how this incident occurred….beyond what we
were told in the media.
Peace to all.

On Sunday night, we were able to go to the annual Memorial Day Concert with some of the other VVA
members. It was a chance of a lifetime. This is a concert
that I have watched on TV for years! The video and special thanks given to WWII men that served during D-day,
plus the recognition of the current day Afghanistan returning vets left a tear in every eye. Jennifer Nettles of
Sugarland gave a new twist to some patriotic songs. We
even got to go up and talk with Joe Mantegna after the
show!
Memorial Day at Arlington was a special remembrance ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. I
stood in the hot sun and waited to get a picture of President Obama placing the wreath. The service held afterwards was in the amphitheater complete with the sharpshooters crawling over the roof and scoping out the audience from above. Chuck Hagel, Secretary of Defense,
reinforced that all troops will be out of Afghanistan by the
end of 2014.
The most significant part of the day was the time
spent in Section 60-where all the latest soldiers are being
interred. We spent time talking with the families and they
were truly grateful to have us there to listen to their stories.

(Above) I met two
sons and daughters in touch
at the Wall. The picture is of
Mr. Valle… his dad was
Francisco Valle.

My wonderful cousin
Ray… Raymond Edward
O’Hare, gone too young.
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We served him notice for the contract breeches
and he left with everyone’s rent money and didn’t pay us.
However, even though we got rid of him we were left with
seven ‘squatters’ who were determined to lock down in
the house. They also learned the crooked ways of our
renter and all the rights that squatters are afforded these
days. So with a small house built in 1956 accommodating
so many adults the limited septic and electric facilities
were far overburdened. The load of the electrical system
trying to support such a large indoor grow was too much
and caused outages one after another, becoming a major
safety factor.
Believe me, I couldn’t even have dreamed that he
could put a sump pump down in the septic tank and draw
sewage out over the fence onto our neighbor’s property.
Are you #$%@in’ me?? Then he gave me a receipt for
septic pumping that was dated the year before. When
quizzed about the discrepancy he asked me to honor his
word ‘as a Marine’.
We don’t have the space here to go into all the
little tricks and loopholes the ‘squatters’ pulled on us but
we had to retain a lawyer to go through the ridiculous
steps needed to evict them. They got free rent for four
months while they tweaked their noses at us. We even had
to provide them with PG&E during their stay. Yes, it was
a huge lesson in patience to sit there and not be able to
remedy the situation but the alternative is better at this
stage in life than me going to die in prison because of
these worthless parasites.
The tenants knew that I am an advocate for homeless veterans yet they continued to impinge on my home
owner rights knowing that the law protects them vs. the
landlord. What kills me is I shed blood in Vietnam for
these people and their families in the name of their freedom (Purple Heart) and a derelict ex-Marine would screw
me around the way the perp did.
The kicker was when a person called us asking if
our house was on Craig’s list renting for $3000 per mo.
with a $3000 deposit and a $500 growing fee…a 215
property. One of these tenants was trying to get a $6500
traveling cache to rent our house out to other pot growers
and take off with the dough. The sky’s the limit for these
derelicts.
The costs of this escapade keep growing and we
are almost finished rebuilding the house and property. But
it’s not just the monetary loss of our retirement resources
that is burdensome but the mind-set of these people.
WE HAVE BEEN VIOLATED! OUR SAFE
HOME HAS BEEN INVADED BY NE’RE DO
WELLS AND OUR BASIC FREEDOMS QUASHED
BY PARASITES OF THE WORST KIND!
Local attorneys are saying that this kind of fraud
related to property are becoming more common in our society. As the balance between the economic classes becomes harder to breech there will be more crime of this
sort, they said.

Home Commandeered
by Pot Growers
by Mike Hart
My wife and I recently retired from the US Postal
Service where we met, worked next to each other, became
engaged and then married. We combined our resources
and decided to move into her house in West Santa Rosa
and rent mine out.
It so happened the nice lady across the street
wanted me to rent the 3-bedroom house on a ¼ acre to her
son, who would have his two young children with him part
-time. Boasting of her son being an ‘honorable Marine’
we adjusted the move-in fee, lowering the deposit amount
to $1000 from $1500. That seemed reasonable to us: we
would know the renter and expect a sprouting young family of a friend to take good care of the property.
Relations between the renter and us became more
strained over time because he did not allow us to inspect
the house, whether in need of repairs, breaks in the contract, health and safety concerns or whatever, he cited his
privacy for not being available for walk-throughs. He also
had a large Pit-Bull blocking the front entrance.
When we were finally let in by another tenant we
noticed some strange peculiarities. First and foremost were
the animals present when only one dog was allowed. A
large cage of newly born kittens in the house (12) was present as well as four other full grown large dogs going in
and out of the house. The clueless gen-x tenant said ‘we
love breeding animals.’
When the renter's family scene went sour he decided to turn our home into a marijuana grow-house. He
recruited floaters off of Craig’s List and he ended up subletting spaces in the house to people who were manicuring
bud or making hash-hish in the pump house for him. The
perp collected at least $500 rent from each ‘squatter’ as
well as collecting fees for their pets, collected first and last
month’s rent and took charge of all rent money. He never
paid rent himself during this period.
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120TH ANNUAL LUTHER BURBANK ROSE PARADE
(Cont’d from page 1) In years past the
Chapter had a greater presence at
the Rose Parade; we entered vehicles (floats) and had members
walking the parade route with
our banner preceded by our
Color Guard. We are often
joined by members of MOPH
Chapter 78; many of its members also being Chapter 223
members. But as many Vietnam
Veterans get older, fewer and
fewer of us are able to walk the
complete parade route. This
year only a few guys made the
walk and the Color Guard’s
numbers were down, but the colors were there and I hope they
will be there for a few more
years.
The veteran community
was also represented by a stellar
showing of the AMVETS Post
40 Color Guard in kilts and the
Marine Corps League Detachment 686 marching in cadence
step and looking sharp. These
two groups were a fine representation for the veteran community.
Another veteran in the
parade was Grand Marshal Paul
Hoffman, a combat-wounded
Iraq War veteran and former
U.S. Marine Staff Sergeant who
also served in the Army National
Guard. Hoffman rode in a Humvee dressed in his Army uniform. “I'm letting people know
the Guard is out there serving.”
The parade marked the
unofficial beginning of summer
for Sonoma County and the start
of the Chapter’s busy summer
schedule.
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2014 Dinner Dance Committee
Meets in April

Dinner Dance Committee from the left, Jil McGivney, Ken Holybee, Charles Earthman, Lou Nunez, John
McGivney, and Ed Tuscano.

Vet Clinic
Coffee Cart

Wednesday Night Market
As you can see, the ducky and hat sales guys are
well represented at the Wednesday nite market in downtown Santa Rosa. The chapter and the MOPH also have
information booths. This is a great way to interact with the
public.
Come on down and enjoy the market each week
for the rest of the summer. See ya there...

Volunteer to help!
Call Lou Nunez
at 291-5314
to sign-up for
an exciting
adventure.

AVVA REPORT
by Jil McGivney

Well, our plant and garden art sale was such a
huge success that I'm calling it our “First Annual
Plant and Garden Art Sale”. We doubled our goal and
then some.
There are many people to thank...first off is
my husband John for driving me and the plants all
over the county. Jeanne Aven and Francis Ramirez
were my AVVA partners at the booth and things ran
so smoothly because of them. Melissa Sorrick (who
works at the Vet building) provided some beautiful
bird feeders and bird baths that were a big hit.

Bruce Carpenter (right) and
Joe Cholewa spend an afternoon at the
Pacific Coast Air Museum. They volunteer to help maintain the F-5 Tiger, and
they show it off on weekends...

(Cont’d on page 10)
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Petaluma Purple Heart
Sign Ceremony
By Charles Earthman
The City of Petaluma honored
Purple Heart veterans in a preMemorial Day ceremony on May 23,
at Walnut Park. Joe Noriel of HistoryConnection.net, Mayor David Glass,
other city officials, and a representative from Assemblyman Marc Levine’s office gathered with veterans of
Charles
all the American conflicts dating back
Earthman
to WWII. The Military Order of the
Purple Heart Chapter 78 was presented a Certificate of
Recognition from the California State Assembly for its
efforts in establishing Petaluma as a Purple Heart City.

PETALUMA
A Purple Heart City

“Taps” and “To the Color” were played by bugler
Bill Vann, a Petaluma native and Vietnam veteran, and an
acappella group from Petaluma High School sang the national anthem.
Joe Noriel emceed the ceremony and said, “We live
in freedom because of your efforts, and it will not be forgotten.” Joe has always been a friend to the veteran community and has worked hard to enlighten the public to the
history of our men and women in uniform. Mayor David
Glass read the Purple Heart Proclamation and the City
was presented a Purple Heart flag to be flown over City
Hall. Senior Vice Commander Larry Williams presented
the flag on behalf of Chapter 78.
Paul Lewis, a Petaluma native and Korean War
veteran, shared memories of the three men from Petaluma
who were killed in action in the Korean War; all three
were Petaluma High School graduates. Lewis is part of
an effort to build a Korean War memorial in Walnut Park
to immortalize the three Petaluma men and all those who
fell in that war.
At the conclusion of the ceremony a group photo
was taken of the nearly 40 veterans who served in World
War II, the Korean War, Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan.
It was a beautiful occasion and a tribute to all veterans and the people of Petaluma, what a great town.
(Cont’d from page 1)

MOPH was also
acknowledged for the
work they have done in
getting Rohnert Park,
Healdsburg, Windsor, and
Santa Rosa to proclaim
themselves as Purple Heart
Cities and Sonoma County
a Purple Heart County.

3725 Westwind Blvd
Suite 101
Santa Rosa CA 95403

SCHOLARSHIPS

The winners were:
Alexis Monhoft, Calistoga High School, $1000.00
Brittany Tapparo, Vanden High School, $500.00
Molly Fuhrman, Healdsburg High School, $500.00
Sidr Burns, Santa Rosa Junior College, $500.00
Nadya DeBeers, Montgomery High School, $500.00
Now is the time to inform any of your children or
grandchildren of the Scholarship Program the VVA has
available. Applications for this program were available to
our members who attended our monthly meetings, and
mailed to the High Schools and Colleges in Sonoma
County. We can all take pride in the wonderful work our
chapter provides to our local community.
Sunny Campbell, Bruce Thompson and Steve
Wiegert are members of the scholarship committee.

SONOMA COUNTY VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICE
(707) 565.5960

Westwind Boulevard is located near the Main Terminal at the Charles M. Schulz (Sonoma County) Airport. From
Highway 101: Exit Airport Boulevard, left on Westwind Blvd. and right into the parking lot. Check Sonoma County
Transit Airport route 62 & 64 for bus schedule.
P. O. Box 4059, Santa Rosa, CA 95402

(FAX (707) 565 5980
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Construction
Company, Inc.
3510 Brooks Avenue
Santa Rosa, CA 95407
General Engineering

(707) 586-0500
Fax (707)586-0900
License # 479227

5-14

5-14

5-14

KC’s Downtown Grill
9051 DuVander Lane
Windsor, CA
Phone (707) 838-4800

On The Windsor Town Green

5-15
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(Cont’d from page 7)

AVVA REPORT

Bruce Thomson made great signs and also was there to
help us set things up and pack up everything at the end.
Last but not least is Earl Walters who brought us some
duckies to sell and was also so helpful before and after the
event. I have to say that no kid can pass by those duckies
without stopping, so that made a huge draw for everyone.

What I would like to do with some of the profits is
take our small band of Quilters out to lunch. They have
been so prolific with their quilt making that, at this point,
the VA Clinic is overflowing with quilts and wheelchair
bags.
Thank you to everyone that helped, encouraged,
and donated to make this event so successful.
I have been giving Suzette Joseph of M.O.M.S.
some quilts, which she has been sending overseas. The
military personnel who have received these quilts are so
delighted and feel like they have gotten a small piece of
home to help them through.

The Quilters are currently making the AVVA a
full size patriotic quilt to raffle at the Dinner/Dance
on October 11, 2014.

One day I dragged John to a garage sale that advertised
wine barrels. When they found out what we wanted them
for, they were so wonderful to donate 6 full barrels, which
John (with the help of Bruce Carpenter) then cut in half.
We sold them all and the same gentleman has 8 more full
barrels he's willing to donate to us, so if anyone needs or
wants some ½ wine barrels for $20 a piece, please let me
know. Of course all monies received go to our AVVA
account.
The local nurseries were very generous and Discount Alley in Sebastopol donated several pots and baskets. It was a real fun day; a real party mood because it
was the first Flea Market of the season.

It never stops; next came the Santa Rosa
Rose Parade. AVVA decorated the VVA’s entries with
roses generously donated by Neve II flower wholesalers
in Petaluma.
Finally, on Memorial Day, for the first time, the
AVVA had the honor of presenting a wreath during the
ceremonies at Franklin Park Cemetery.

If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong.

SONOMA COUNTY VET CONNECT
Veterans Drop In Center for FREE Resources & Services
Every Tuesday - 9 am to noon
Santa Rosa Veterans Memorial Building - 1351 Maple Avenue, Santa Rosa
(Across from the Fair Grounds)
Information, Assistance and Referrals
VA Health Care, Veterans Benefits - Counseling for Veterans
and their Families, Housing -- And Employment Counseling

Phone 387-5623
These services are, also, available at the Veterans Memorial Buildings in Guerneville on the 2nd Thursday, Sonoma
on the 3rd Thursday, and Petaluma on the 4th Thursday of every month. Please note the time schedule for these resource
and service meetings is: Noon to 3 pm

ALL VETERANS ARE WELCOME, NO CHARGE SERVICE
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CHAPTER 223
GENERAL MEETING
JUNE 17, 2014
BE THERE EARLY!!!
REDWOOD GOSPEL MISSION HOMELESS OUTREACH PROGRAM - Every
Monday evening @ 5:30 pm. 101 6th Street, Santa
Rosa.
SONOMA COUNTY VET CONNECT Every Tuesday morning, 9:00 am to noon @ the
VETS building. Vets helping vets solve problems.
Coffee and donuts served. See page 7.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING Second Tuesday of the month, 1:00 pm @ the VETS
building. Look for the guys looking for the room…
VVA-223 GENERAL MEETING - Third
Tuesday of the month. POTLUCK @ SIX. Meeting
starts at 7 PM. See above...
FOOD-GIVE-AWAY PROGRAM - Fourth
Tuesday of the month. Volunteers will please check in
with John McGivney @ 570-9201 for time and station.
POKER SCHEDULE - Cards in the air at
6:00 pm. Check-in and pizza 5:00 to 5:55 pm…
Usually the first Saturday of the month... June 7th,
July 5th, August 16th, September 6th, October 4th,
November 1st, December 6th.

Do not argue with an idiot. He will drag
you down to his level and beat you with experience.

Justin Bieber was spotted in China on the shoulders of
two of his bodyguards. People in China kept asking, 'Why
isn't that little girl at the factory? -- Conan O'Brien
How the Raccoon Won… Police: Man Shoots Self
While Trying To Combat Raccoon -- Hartford (Conn.) Courant headline
Can’t This Be Treated Online? Pennsylvania Hospital
to Open Country’s First Inpatient Treatment Program for
Internet Addiction -- Fox News headline
A new study shows that eating bacon can lower a man's
chances of getting a woman pregnant. Scientists are calling it
alarming. Men are calling it a win-win. -- Conan O'Brien
Google+ is that one dorky, cheerful friend who keeps
inviting you to his church picnics and says "Welp" a lot. - Travis Ruetenik
According to "Star Trek," Americans will continue to
be the heroic leaders in charge of the bravest international
forces until the 24th century, when command of the Enterprise goes to some bald French guy. And that, my friend, is
how we know it's science fiction. -- Randy Lee
Las Vegas is about to unveil what will be the world's
largest Ferris wheel. They are billing it as a new way to throw
up on the streets of Las Vegas. -- Conan O'Brien
Fashion Week held its first-ever plus-sized fashion
show. Apparently, they're hoping it creates a more positive,
body-friendly atmosphere - which it might if they didn't call
everyone there 'plus-sized.' -- Jimmy Fallon
In the British documentary, “56 Up”, a man shared that
he had earned a law degree at Oxford. Then, in his thick English accent, he proudly proclaimed that he was now a
"barrister." My 13-year-old daughter wasn't impressed. "So,"
she said, "he spent all that effort getting an Oxford law degree, and now he works at Starbucks?"
Syria's President Assad referred to President Obama as
weak. Obama is so angry he plans to ask Congress for permission to come up with a good comeback. -- Conan O'Brien
"Big news out of NASA yesterday - the Kepler space
telescope has discovered 715 new planets. Either that or
somebody sneezed on the lens." - Jimmy Kimmel
"A Florida man tattooed a spider on his face in an attempt to overcome his arachnophobia, which is a fear of spiders. The tattoo should also help him overcome his fear of
employment." - Seth Meyers
Two antennas met on a roof, fell in love and got married. The ceremony wasn't much, but the reception was excellent
A jumper cable walks into a bar. The bartender says,
"I'll serve you, but don't start anything."
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The VVA-223 Color Guard, (l to r), Bill Hoecker, Travis
Washington, John McGivney, Ray Reece, and Dave Phillips, in
last years Rose Parade in Santa Rosa.
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